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APPLYING  
CONTRASTING COLORS
The word contrast is a principle of design and refers to the arrangement of opposite 
components. Examples include light vs. dark, short vs. tall, bumpy vs. smooth, etc.

At times, it is useful to add a contrasting color scheme to one’s artwork to emphasize the 
elements of art. Colors that are opposite of each other on the color wheel are good places 

to start when trying to think of a contrasting color scheme. Below are examples:

You can also consider incorporating black and white:


